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that they were able to do this, and in those early days the
Boers developed that hardiness of character, that hatred of
black races, and that skill in straight shooting, which have
always been their most noted characteristics. In the same
way as the Early American colonists had had to fight for
their land with its native proprietors, so the Boers soon came
in conflict with the great African tribes, who were even more
terrible foes than the North American redskins. These tribes
belonged to many different races, between whom there existed
constant and ferocious warfare.

The Bushmen of Cape Colony, who stole the white men's
cattle, and in return were trapped and killed like vermin by
the Boers, represented one of the most primitive races of the
Dark Continent. They were pigmies in size, with a language
of strange * clicks,' which was but one remove from inarticulate
speech, and as savage and filthy in their habits as monkeys or
other wild animals. Before the arrival of the Boers, however,
these people had been half exterminated by another race of a
finer physique, called Hottentots. The latter were at first
well, disposed towards the white men, and traded with them
on friendly terms. Later on they showed hostility, but their
race was almost destroyed after the corning of the white men
by a frightful epidemic of small-pox. The survivors were glad
to seek the protection of the Boers, and willingly became their
servants on farm or field.

The Bushmen, and the few Hottentots who still remained
enemies, were not very formidable foes to the Boers, whose
rifles were more than a match for poisoned arrows and * knob-
kernes.1 But behind them, to the north and east, there existed
an enormous and prolific race of black warriors, known as the
Bantu, or Kaffirs, split up into innumerable tribes under
separate chiefs, and during the eighteenth century the Boers
had to wage an almost perpetual warfare with them in ordet
to keep them across the boundary-line of the Fish River.

In 1781, when England was at war with France, the latter
entered into alliance with the Dutch, and some French troops